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THIS ISSUE OF COUPLINGS IS DEDICATED TO PRIDE!  

 

WHO PICKED JUNE ANYWAY?  
 
Recently, while out and about, weôve heard several comments and remarks being made 
about the St Petersburg Pride Celebration being held on the 4th weekend in June.   The 
comments go something like thisé ñWhy on earth do they hold Pride at this time of 
year?ò  é  ñWhy canôt we have Pride during the winter?òé. or é.  ñItôs hotter than hell 
out there, I donôt want to be walking in that heatò.  ñWho picked June anyway?ò  
 
Well, we understand these sentiments and concerns.  It is hotter than hell and not the 
best time of year to be holding an outside ñpromenadeò especially in steamy inner cities 
and the sweltering South.    So who did pick June anyway?   The answer is no one really 
picked this date in June.  It came about as a result of specific occurrences that have   
affected GLBT life forever.    Some of us who might have been there and lived through it 
or read about it in the back pages of newspapers remember only too well.   It was 
STONEWALL of course.  STONEWALL!   Thatôs why on this date WE STAND UP TALL,  WE 
ARE PROUD,  WE FLAUNT OUR COLORS  and  WE MARCH DOWN THOSE HOT STEAMY 
STREETS. ... WITH PRIDE... SOME SHOUTING é.  

WEôRE HERE  

WEôRE QUEER  

& 
WEôRE NOT GOING ANYWHERE! 

 

WE DO IT FOR THOSE THAT HAVE GONE BEFORE US!  
WE DO IT FOR THOSE YET TO COME!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

STONEWALL,  June 28, 1969  
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IT HAPPENED 40 YEARS AGO  

 

The  Stonewall riots  were a series of spontaneous, violent demonstrations against a police raid 

that took place in the early morning hours of June 28, 1969 at the Stonewall Inn, in the Green-
wich Village neighborhood of New York City.   They are frequently cited as the first instance in 
American history when gays and lesbians fought back against a government -sponsored system 
that persecuted homosexuals, and they have become the defining event that marked the start 
of the gay rights movement in the United States and around the world. American gays and les-
bians in the 1950s and 1960s faced a legal system more anti -homosexual than those of some 
Warsaw Pact countries.   Early homophile groups in the U.S. sought to prove that gay people 
could be assimilated into society, and they favored non -confrontational education for homo-
sexuals and heterosexuals alike. The last years of the 1960s, however, were very contentious, 
as many social movements were active, including the African American Civil Rights Movement, 
the Counterculture of the 1960ôs, and antiwar demonstrations. These influences, along with the 
liberal environment of Greenwich Village, served as catalysts for the Stonewall riots. Very few 
establishments welcomed openly gay people in the 1950s and 1960s. Those that did were often 
bars, although bar owners and managers were rarely gay. The Stonewall Inn, at the time, was 
owned by the Mafia.  It catered to an assortment of patrons, but it was known to be popular 
with the most marginalized people in the gay community: transvestites, effeminate young men, 
hustlers, and homeless youth. Police raids on gay bars were routine in the 1960s, but officers 
quickly lost control of the situation at the Stonewall Inn, and attracted a crowd that was incited 
to riot. Tensions between New York City police and gay residents of Greenwich Village erupted 
into more protests the next evening, and again several nights later. Within weeks, Village resi-
dents quickly organized into activist groups to concentrate efforts on establishing places for 
gays and lesbians to be open about their sexual orientation without fear of being arrested. Af-
ter the Stonewall riots, gays and lesbians in New York City faced gender, class, and genera-
tional obstacles to becoming a cohesive community. Within six months, two gay activist organi-
zations were formed in New York , concentrating on confrontational tactics, and three newspa-
pers were established to promote rights for gays and lesbians. Within a few years, gay rights 
organizations were founded across the U.S. and the world. On June 28, 1970, the first Gay Pride 
marches took place in Los Angeles  and New York commemorating the anniversary of the riots. 
Similar marches were organized in other cities.  Today Gay Pride events are held annually 
throughout the world toward the end of June to mark the Stonewall riots. (Courtesy Wikipedia). 
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FGCC ACTIVITIES TO CELEBRATE ST. PETEôS PRIDE 
www.stpetepride.com 

   ITôS NOT TOO LATE!!! 
 
Friday, June 26TH - 7PM 
 
Meet at Toree and Joyceôs to help decorate our Float 
(Martaôs Truck).  Weôve got balloons galore that have to 
be blown up, signs that have to be attached, gay stick 
people need to be positioned.  We can use the help.  Come 
on out and join in.   

Saturday, June 27TH - 10 to 4 (meet 9 AM)   
 
Meet up in the parking lot across from Georgieôs Alibi (3100 3rd Ave N @ 31st St. N) 
to line up for the Promenade.  Wear comfortable shoes and wear a hat or bring an 
umbrella to shade yourselves.  Itôs hot waiting in that parking lot.  Weôll have plenty 
of cold water in the float truck and car for our marchers .   

Weôre Strutting our Stuff...Standing Tall... Flaunting our Colors   

Come out and join us.   
 
Help man one of our booths.  This year weôll be selling beer along with other bever-
ages at a beverage booth that weôre hoping will be located in the same vicinity as 
our FGCC Promotional Booth.    Youôll have your choice of a 2-hr. time slot thatôs 
been allotted for each couple volunteering.  
 
To Join the Fun above, contact:  

    Ted & John, email: events@fgccouples.com, phone: 727 -538 -1922  
 

AFTER PRIDE PICNIC ðJuly 12 -11AM  Taylor Park, Largo, FL  Weôll provide 
the Hamburgers & Hot Dogs.  You bring a salad, side dish or dessert to share.        

Non -Member Couples Welcome.  Try us out.   RSVP by 7/10 to Ted and John,  

Email: Monaco2440@AOL.COM , Phone: 727 -538 -1922  
 

OTHER COMMUNITY ST. PETE PRIDE EVENTS  
Saturday, June 20 ðSt Pete Pride Masquerade Ball Benefiting King of Peace MCC &  

St. Pete Pride  @ King Of Peace MCC  
Thursday, June 25 ðStonewall Commemorative Reception   @  St Petersburg Museum 

of Fine Arts  
Friday, June 26 ðLaughter in Paradise, Tradewinds Resort  
Saturday, June 27 ðPromenade and Street Festival ðGrand Central District  

GAYBORDAYSðHISTORIC YôBOR CITY 
Monday, June 29 to Sunday, July 5  

http://www.gaybor.com/  

http://www.stpetepride.com
mailto:Monaco2440@AOL.COM?subject=After%20Pride%20Annual%20PICNIC
http://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=bHMzdGM4aTlsZHVoaGw5OXRramZranRvam8gc3RwZXRlcHJpZGUuY29tX2t2MXNxa2hsaTdycWJlajE0a2JqZDNqZXAwQGc&ctz=America/New_York
http://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=bHMzdGM4aTlsZHVoaGw5OXRramZranRvam8gc3RwZXRlcHJpZGUuY29tX2t2MXNxa2hsaTdycWJlajE0a2JqZDNqZXAwQGc&ctz=America/New_York
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=King+Of+Peace+MCC,+3150+5th+Avenue+North,+St+Petersburg+FL+33713
http://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=dGlvNzJpMmliaDRqMXRubjMzcGtoNW90MjQgc3RwZXRlcHJpZGUuY29tX2t2MXNxa2hsaTdycWJlajE0a2JqZDNqZXAwQGc&ctz=America/New_York
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=St+Petersburg+Museum+of+Fine+Arts,+255+Beach+Drive+NE,+St+Petersburg+FL+33701
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=St+Petersburg+Museum+of+Fine+Arts,+255+Beach+Drive+NE,+St+Petersburg+FL+33701
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      PAST EVENTS    
       

                   
     

        

Sunday, June 7th Board Meeting and Pool Party a Big Success!!!  It Was fun!!!  
 
 

 

Check the website calendar for  
 additional events and information  

Thanks  to Janet and Katy for their 
hospitality and  for offering the use 
of their home for an FGCC Event.   
 
The food!!!  Everyone outdid them-
selves once again.  Yumm!!  

And  a good time was had by all !!  

http://www.fgccouples.com/

